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“Results and Chdlenges among the un-reached” was the theme of the Third | bero
American Misson Gongesstha took place in Granada, Span on November 13-17,
2006. T hecongress was summonedandor ganized by COMI BAM Internaional.

An attendance of approximately 2000 participants from 37 countries represented in
national cElegations alongsde 288 Lain missonaries krought from their fields of
savice, interected for four days, analyzingand evd uatingthe lag two decades of the
work that Ibeo Ameican churcheshave keen carrying out anong people goys of
the worldthat have not had a clear opportunity to hear the go el message

For those who were a an Ibero American Misson (ongess for the firg time this
was an higtoric occasion. Representatives of the Ibero American misson movement
was were gathered with a select group of missonaries in order to evduate the
development and to plan the necessary adugments for the immediate fu ure.
However, tha was not the beginning, nor the end of the history of missonsfrom our
context, but an important nev sep in the development process of thel baro American
missons movement..

The higory of this 11l | bero American Misson Congress kegan in 1916 when a goy
of mision agenciesand missonaries, mogly North Ameicans met in Panama City
to reflect togethe about the process and the method for the evangelization of the
continent tha has been forgotten in the Ednbu gh plans in 1910. Jean-Pierre Bagstian
wroteabout this congess. Beyond a shadow of a doubt, the congress wasthe dart of
a oontinent wide evang eli cal movement that gave the worka dearly protestant vison
of what they needed to accomplish.’. There began a process that brought theimpul &
to invest economic and human resour ces towar dsthe evangdizaion of the world. It
seemed that this part of the world coud be reached alongside the &forts that were
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being put into Africa and some pats of Ada, and to complde the goal of

evancglizationin thecurrent generation,?, as was the motto of John R Matt 2

The oontinent responded to a well-learned lesson: proclamation as a task of loca
evangelizaion. It seems tha there were honorable exceptions, sudch as Brazil and
Puerto Rico that awoke to their regpons bility to share the gospd in other nations—
closer for Pierto Rioo, and farther for Brazil* Evangeligic movements emerged in
the 60 sand 70’ s, with footprints il evi dent.

Missidogca developmentsin Latin Americafollowed Edinburgh in a very uniform
way from 1916 to late 50’s urtil the emergence of the Libeation Theology in the
paiod baween CELA | and CELA Il. Liberation Theology provoked grong
divisions between the more traditiond and progessve wings of the Evancelical
Church. Because of thar connection with global realities, shaped especialy by the
cad wer, the divisions were more dfficdt to lve From 1961 to 1971, ISAL
(Church and Society committeein Latin America) led the reflection on missological
issues for the conciliar chuches, when it was disbanded for political and internal
ressons.  The othe wing hdd the fira CLADE (Lain American Congress of
Evangelicals) in 1969 and has been leadng the process of missiological reflection for
the moretradtional Evangelicals.

The lack of a clear leader ship for the Church moved on the one sde to UNELAM
(Movement Pro Unity of Evangelicals in Latin America) to conveneto a Continental
Assembly of Evangdicals withthe purposeof egablihinga Latin American Council
of Churches (CLAI). “For firg time in the higory of the Ecumenical Evangelicd
Conferences, 110 churches were represented in that assambly” > and the creation of
CLAI wasapproved later 1982 it wasfounded.

On the other 9de as aresut of the Conalltaion of Evangdicals in Lain America
(Panama 1982), the Luis Palau Evangeligtic Assod ation, an organizaion linked with
Billy Greham Asociation and with World Evangelicd Fellowship (W EF—now
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WEA), worked together convoke a Confraernity of Evangelicds in Lain America
(CONELA) in1982

With the vduable work of the Misson Commission of the World Evancelical
Alliance (WEA), invitingkey pastorsfor international misson conferencesinthe US
a burning desre was produced among ome key leada's of the Latin Ameican
Evangeligic movements and CONELA to plan for an Ibeo American Missons
Congress COMIBAM 87, asit wascalled. . Their goa wasto kringtogether in Seo
Pauo, Brazil, a dgnificant goy of
leaders that could hear the M acedonian
cdl for the firg time Thiswashow the
passon to see the lbero Ameaican

Church involved in world misdons

began.

They achieved their objective. The adopted commitment at the end of the congress
was United by the fervent desre to be light to the nations, we, the partiapants in
COMIBAM 87, declare, truging in the help of the Lord, in the diredion and the
poner of the Word and of the Spirit, and we invite all of our brothe's and sgersin
Ibero Americatoget involved with us inthefaithful completion of themisson that He
hasgiven us “| have madeyou a lightfor the Gertiles, that you may bring salvation
totheends of theearth” (Ads 13:47).°

COMIBAM 87 has a place in higory as the date when the Ibero American Church
began to turn from keinga misson field to becoming a misson force Missonsfrom
Lain Americato thereg of the world were born. Two phrases were oined & that
congress. Thefird is" from missonfield to mission force” 7l ugtrating the paradigm
shift that began a this event in Latin America: to seethe church in Latin America as
repong ble for tekingthemessage of Jesus Chrig to all those who have not yet heard
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For many Latinos, the waiting to see the misson force active became too long and
others expeded a miracle The former ones left premaurdy, or better said,
expectantly, because even when some of them raumed hut, othes of those
“Quixotes continued on thefidd andarethae wtil today!. Bu those tha are il
there reminding us of the second ssyingthat came out of that congress. “neither with
dollars nor computers, but with my Soirit saidthe Lord.”® ThisisaLatin American
paaphrase of Zechariah 4:6, reminding usthat Latin missonsar enot about resources
bu alout the urgency of thetask and obedi enceto thecommand of the Maste.

The following 10 years wee of hard work and many emations, seeing how that
“gmall spak that can get afire going’, & afamous chorustha we sang & that timein
many Latin Ameican countries continued Duing these yeas we tried both things
that the lbero American churches would produce the force tha would be ale to
completeits part in the evangelization of the world, and tha it wasnat an issue of
reources. Many smdl and poor churches began to teach lesonsto thebigandrich
churchesabou howto fulfill thegreat commisson.

COMIBAM 97, thell 1 kero American Missons Congress, grew out of the fdt need in
the movemert to evduate what the movement hadachieved since 1987, and to project
a newvidgon for the future of the movement. Thell Congess COMIBAM 97, came
in midst of accomplishmentsand many emotions. Themeeting b ween agencies and

misson-minded chuches in Panama on 1994, showed that the movement had

matured to alevel of being ableto  its "w-m-
[
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own self-evaluation of devdopment and

LN

to sugged ajjusments and necessary
changesin the course of action in order
to be the mog effective.

This was the caling of the Il Ibero
American Missons Qongess,
COMIBAM 97: “An evduation and
projedion of the Ibero Ameaican
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misson movement.” The focus of the evaluation was based, principally, on the
missonary process. Missonary screening, traning, sendng and pagora care and
supervision on the fid d were under scritiny in Acagpul o, Mexico.®.

Ore theme that was not included in the evaluation in COMIBAM ‘97 was social
adionasmissons work. At tha time, it was morean el ement of divison than it was
of unity. Thistheame was not covered offidally inthe congress, but it wasin Gd's
agenda, and a few weeks prior, Hurricane Pauline serioudy dfeded the port of
Acapulco, leaving many people in grea need. The arrivd of the paticipants in the
congress wasaray of hope for many of them.

Almog 50 pecent of the congress participants went out to the stregsto help those
affected, serving with the hands of Chrig ingead of enjoying the beauties of
Acapulco during thar free time Obvioudy, none of those helped unde stood what
COMIBAM or missology meant, or even less “ unreached people,” but all knew the
meaning of the love in the handsof thoe who went to them.

The Il Ibao American Misson Congresstransformedthe movement. On the dhy it
ended plansfor an “lbeo-Ameicanization” kegan aming that the Ibero Ameican
paninsula would take amore dgnificant role in GCOMIBAM. At the sametime the
regonalization of Ibero America came into bang and allowed for a potential
development of national missions movements. T he new admini drative model of the
movement was also aeaed, and above al, a sysem of relief in |eade ship that would
avoid an authoritarian leaderdhip and maintain the dredion of the movement
connecting it with thelbero American missonsmovements. Bertil Ekstrom, Thenew
Presdent of COMIBAM International, outlined the vison for the future COMIBAM
seeksto be a facilitator and a catalyst, working to srengthen existing mission eforts
in Latin Americaand to start new ones™

Now, thislll I bero American Misson GCongess COMIBAM 2006 istheconfirmation
that we have achieved the objectives planted in COMIBAM 97. The congess was
cdebrated on the | kerian Peninsulg with the Soanish Church playing a sgnificant
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role. Also, the process of the sdection and organization of the ddegaions, as well as
the def inition of which missonaieswoul d come to the congress, was inthehands of
regional dredors in open communicaion with their partidpating countries. This
demongraesthat the Ibero American misson movement is b goge than wha we saw
gahered in GOMI BAM 2006.

Bu this coongess a o had its own purposes, and one of them very concrete: to see
missons from the pespective of
the field. Duing this time we
mede a sdf-evaluation about ou
frut among the un-reached. M ore
than 280 &active missonaries,
working in more than 60

| couwntries helped us to understand

_ . theredity of our missonaries on
the fid d, and wehumbly recognized tha ou churchesmust gow in their support and
caefor them. We also recognized the girit of saxifice that moves our misson force
tothefield and k eep them therein the migt of dl srugdes.

T he second purpose wasto ask about the efectiveness of COMIBAM as a catalytic
elanent inthemovement, and val uable consultations were celebrated The desreis to
collalorate in working plans becomingmore &f ediveand regponding to the needs of
the fidd and of the misson community. A more relevant working plan for the future
was put inthehandsof the new leader ship of COMIBAM.

The third purpose was to present afredh proposal for thefuture. For the fid timein
ou higory, the leade ship s& together with the adive missonaries in order to cefine
the fuure of the Ibero American Misson Force This was done through dialogue,
reflection andpray er togethe. The 24 National Misson Movements met evay day to
reflect andto plan processesto respondto the daily information andto dialogue about
the serious responsi ity for thefuture of the Mi ssion Force.

Thereis no doubt tha COMIBAM 111 werepart of thehigory of missonsfrom | bero

America. Today, a new page has been written, and we ae surethat, asin the othe



two congresses, this page isa abeginning of a new and glorious chapter in the

higory of misionsfrom thelbero American Church.



